
2/3/24, 5:54 PM To Make Amends for Waco, Pardon the Branch Davidians - WSJ

https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB936053600710103010 1/1

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are governed by our Subscriber Agreement and by copyright law. For
non-personal use or to order multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones Reprints at 1-800-843-0008 or visit www.djreprints.com.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB936053600710103010

To Make Amends for Waco, Pardon the
Branch Davidians
Aug. 31, 1999 12:01 am ET

Continue reading your article with
a WSJ subscription

Subscribe Now

Already a subscriber? Sign In

By Alan A. Stone, a professor of both law and psychiatry at Harvard University.

n the wake of the conflagration at the Branch Davidian compound in Waco,
Texas, the Justice Department assembled a panel of 10 experts in religion, law
enforcement, counterterrorism and psychiatry to make recommendations about
how to deal with future Wacos. At our first meeting, on July 1, 1993, we
discovered that Justice had no intention of telling us what had actually
happened during the first raid, by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms,
the subsequent FBI siege and the final tank/gas assault that sparked the inferno
in which some 75 people died, among them at least 20 children. The Justice
Department's investigation was still under way, and the panelists were told that
questions about what actually happened were out of order.
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