
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/12/25/us/2-agents-suspended-in-waco-
raid-are-reinstated.html

By The Associated Press

Dec. 25, 1994

See the article in its original context from

December 25, 1994, Section 1, Page 30 Buy Reprints

New York Times subscribers* enjoy full access to
TimesMachine—view over 150 years of New

York Times journalism, as it originally appeared.

SUBSCRIBE

*Does not include Games-only or
Cooking-only subscribers.

About the Archive

This is a digitized version of an article from The Times’s print archive, before the start of online

publication in 1996. To preserve these articles as they originally appeared, The Times does not

alter, edit or update them.

Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other problems; we are

continuing to work to improve these archived versions.

The two Federal agents suspended for their roles in leading last year's botched raid on

the Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Tex., have been reinstated and demoted.

Under a settlement reached with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms this week,

the two agents, Phillip J. Chojnacki and Charles D. Sarabyn, will receive full back pay and
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benefits and will have the incident removed from their personnel files. They were also to

take new, lower-level assignments, said John C. Killorin, a spokesman for the bureau.

The two men were back on the payroll on Wednesday and are to return to work in their

new roles on Jan. 9. Mr. Killorin said that as part of the settlement, the two men would

surrender their law-enforcement jobs and take civilian posts at one level lower than their

previous jobs.

Mr. Chojnacki and Mr. Sarabyn were placed on temporary leave after a Treasury

Department report in September 1993 said they were grossly negligent in the Feb. 28,

1993, raid on the Branch Davidian compound outside Waco. The firearms agency is part

of the Treasury Department.

The two men were dismissed on Oct. 26 and appealed that action.

The critical element of the planned raid was a surprise attack on the Branch Davidian

compound. But a Treasury review of the raid found that bureau officials had insisted it be

carried out even after they knew the element of surprise had been lost.

The review also found that the raid was poorly conceived and was planned by officials

who had no experience in such missions.

Four agents and six Branch Davidians died in the raid, which led to a 51-day standoff. The

standoff ended in a fire that killed more than 80 people, including the Branch Davidian

leader, David Koresh.

The Treasury review led to a shake-up of the leadership of the firearms agency in

Washington and the early retirement of its agency's director, Stephen E. Higgins, who

Treasury officials said had provided a misleading account of the raid.

Mr. Chojnacki, who has been with the bureau for 24 years, will be its liaison to the

Customs Service in Houston. He had been in charge of the bureau's Houston office.

Mr. Sarabyn, who has been with the bureau for 18 years, will be chief of a visual

information branch at the bureau's headquarters in Washington. He had been Mr.

Chojnacki's top assistant in the Houston office.
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