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UPI ARCHIVES OCT. 3, 1993

Two ATF of�cials blasted in cult
review quit
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WASHINGTON -- Two top officials of the Bureau of Alcohol,

Tobacco and Firearms who were faulted in a federal review for

their performance in the Branch Davidian siege have resigned.

Associate Director Dan Hartnett and Deputy Associate

Director Dan Conroy informed the Treasury Department

Saturday that they were leaving their posts immediately.


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In a joint statement, Hartnett and Conroy said 'We are

resigning because we do not agree with the findings of the

Waco administrative review. The report does not reflect the

facts of what occurred in the aftermath of the Waco tragedy.'

The two were the agency's top law enforcement officials until

being placed on administrative leave after the Treasury

Department review was released last week. Three other ATF

officials also were suspended.

The review said ATF officials drew up a faulty plan to raid the

Mount Carmel compound Feb. 28 to arrest cult leader David

Koresh on weapons charges.

The report concluded that the assault should have been called

off when an undercover ATF agent told field commanders that

Koresh knew agents were coming.

Four agents and six cultists were shot to death in a gun battle,

which was followed by a 51-day siege that ended April 19 when

fire levelled the armed camp. Koresh and about 80 followers

died in the fire.
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The review said Hartnett and Conroy did not consider the

inexperience of the raid commanders in planning the assault

and did not see the need for contingency plans.

The report also accused them of not being truthful with the

public or allowing misstatements to be made and not fully

explaining to their superiors why the raid failed.

Both men denied misleading anyone and said in the statement

that they asked the Texas Rangers to conduct an investigation

into how Koresh was tipped off. They also said they briefed

Washington officials about the siege at least once a day.

Hartnett and Conroy had said before the Waco standoff that

they planned to retire at the end of the year. But their

resignations Saturday were effective immediately.
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